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A view from a point 
 

Alleluia, He is comingé.Alleluia, 
He is here... 

We live in a finite world where 
everything is dying, shedding its 
strength. This is hard to accept, 
and all our lives we look for ex-
ceptions to it. We look for some-
thing strong, undying, infinite. Re-
ligion tells us that something is 
God.  

Great, we might say, we will at-
tach ourselves to this strong God.  

Then this God comes along in the 
stable in Bethlehem (we call it 
Christmas) and says, ñEven I suf-
fer. Even I participate in the finite-
ness of this worldò.       

Perhaps that is why for St Fran-
cis, image of God was not an 
ñalmightyò and strong God, but in 
fact a poor, vulnerable, and hum-
ble one like Jesus.  

 St. Francis of Assisi  is credited 
with staging the first nativity sce-
ne in 1223. The only historical 
account we have of Francisô na-
tivity scene comes from ó The Life 
of St Francis of Assisi by St. Bon-
aventure,  a Franciscan monk. 
According to Bonaventureôs biog-
raphy, St. Francis  was con-
cerned that the meaning of 
Christmas was becoming lost as 

most people were more focused 
with the ritual of gift giving them 
they were of the true message of 
Christmas.  So he set up a man-
ger with hay and two live ani-
malsðan ox and an assðin a 
cave in the Italian village of Gre-
cio. He then invited the villagers 
to come gaze upon the scene 
while he preached about ñthe 
babe of Bethlehem.ò (Francis 
was supposedly so overcome by 
emotion that he couldn't say 
"Jesus.") 

The Incarnation, and suffering, of 
Jesus is saying that God is not 
apart from the trials of humanity. 
God is not aloof. God is not a 
mere spectator. God is not mere-
ly tolerating or even healing all 
human suffering. Rather, God is 
participating with usðin all of itð
the good and the bad! God is with 
us. Emmanuel. 
 
Fr Michal Gitner 

Christmas Worship  

 

Dec 24th - Vigil of the Nativity  

5:00 pm  Mass 

Midnight - Shepherdôs Mass 

 

Dec 25th - Christmas Day  

9:30 am  Mass 

 

Dec 26th - St Stephen, Martyr 

9:00 am  Mass 

 

Dec 27th - St John, Evangelist 

9:00 am  Mass 

 

Jan 1st - Circumcision of the 
Lord/New Yearôs day               
9:00 am  Mass 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Jan 5th  

Parish Christmas lunch 

 

Jan 15th 

The Lordôs Kitchen 
 

Jan 26th 

Parish annual meeting    
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RETURNED TO THE FATHER   

A tribute to two people whom many of us may have not known personally, yet whose contribution 
to the spiritual life of St Josephôs was enormous.                                                                                     

And for that, we are forever grateful.  
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Frances Ziman Agachinski  

Frances was born on July 24, 1926 in Dickson City, Pennsylvania. She 
was the beloved wife of Stanley Agachinski. Passed away peacefully on 
November 2, 2013 in the Masonicare at Newtown with her loving family by 
her side.  She loved crafts, gardening, sewing, and was known as the 
"Cross Ladyò, and was a very loving and giving person who always helped 
others and was known in her neighborhood as "Mrs. A." For many who 
have known Frances personally, she will be remembered as a óprayer pow-
erhouseô. Her quiet presence at the craft table will be missed at St Jo-
sephôs well known craft fairs. 

CHRISTMAS  

CRAFT FAIR  

DECEMBER 7th 

Ronald J. Beach  

Seventy-seven years of age, Ron passed away peacefully October 24, 2013 in 
St. Vincent Medical Center. Born in Bridgeport July 3, 1936, he resided in Strat-
ford all his life and was a retired Firefighter with the Stratford Fire Department. 
He was a lifetime member of the Valley Yacht Club, Milford and enjoyed boat-
ing and fishing on Long Island Sound. An avid golfer in his young days. Above 
all, a man of a few words, whose actions and attitude were the greatest adver-
tisement of a Christian life.  

Once again St Josephôs hosted a success-
ful annual Christmas Craft Fair. With a 
house filled with vendors, tables of delicious 
baked goods, typical polish style lunch of 
pierogi, golombki, and haluski (ok, the hot 
dogs were on menu too), and a visit from 
Santa, the Fair has become the main fund-
raising event  of the year for the parish.  

 

Sincere thanks to all involved for their 
countless hours of the labor of love. But as 
always, there is enough room for more help-
ing hands, which will only make the event a 
truly communal effort.  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/?personid=167700813&affiliateID=417
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  
 

On October 19th, 2013 Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, the Ordinary of the Eastern Diocese of the PNCC adminis-
tered the Sacrament of Confirmation to five of our young parishioners: Sarah Discepola, Charlie Vasas, Jacob 
and Alec Smith, and James Nelson. Their preparation process was based on a movie dedicated to the life of 
St Francis of Assisi óBrother Son, Sister Moonô, and from there they ventured into all the necessary aspects of 
the Catholic faith.  Below, just two samples of the youngstersô thoughts on why St Francis inspired them and 
what it means to be confirmed to them.  

 

This can help my relationship with God because it shows me that you donôt need earthly possessions to be 
close to God or to be happy. Also, it shows me that you need to be truly dedicated to God. Even though there 
will be people, and the devil, that try to make us stray from this path and change our views we must remember 
that our true mission is to be fully dedicated to God. 

 

I learned that I should put God first in my life. I shouldnôt be worried about having expensive clothes or goods. 
If you are a good person and love God then he will love you back and reward you. God doesnôt care if you are 
rich or poor he just wants you to be a good person. My conformation name is Michael. I chose Michael be-
cause his  name means ñwho is like God.ò Michael led the good angels in 
the battle against Satan and his followers.  

 


