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A view from a point 
 

People donôt like to feel uncomfort-
able in any situation. It feels é well 
é uncomfortable. 

As a result, people go to great 
lengths to avoid situations that 
make them uncomfortable. Unfor-
tunately, a strategy of avoiding can 
often be the very thing that pre-
vents positive change and moving 
forward. Change canôt happen by 
staying in a comfort zone. Change 
only happens by stepping out of 
your comfort zone, and that applies 
to individuals and organizations 
alike. 

But here is the problem: To make 
change often requires doing 
something that hasnôt been 
done before. It means shaking up 
the status quo and that can be a 
scary thing. It can bring up feelings 
of fear and resistance. That feels 
uncomfortable and causes many to 
remain where it feels comfortable 
and safe. 

Being a democratic Church, letôs 
take a vote. Here are the choices: 
Jesusô way and moving forward, or 
maintaining the status quo and liv-
ing in the past. I am afraid that Je-
sus may lose when the votes are 
counted. 

Where does it leave us now? In the 
comfort zone of the glorious past? 

Thinking that staying in a com-
fort zone is safe is a massive 
mistake. Itôs not safe at all. Itôs 
not safe because we are risking a 
lifetime of simply existing rather 
than living, surviving than thriving. 
The comfort zone that is the status 
quo is not safe; it is downright dan-
gerous. 

If we are serious about creating 
change we have got to get com-
fortable feeling uncomfortable. If 
we are willing to do that then sky is 
the limit. We could transform our 
lives, our parishes, the Church, 
and yes, the world that we live in. 
And that is Jesusô way. 

We have a choice today. The 
choice is to start feeling comforta-
ble about doing the uncomfortable 
by reaching out to the materially, 
spiritually and emotionally poor. To 
respond to theirs needs in very 
concrete ways. To let others know 
what we stand for in a world of 
confusing moral values by speak-
ing up as a Church. 

  
I am convinced that the issue of 
social justice was the main reason 
for organizing the PNCC (although 
not expressed in those terms 
then). After all we pray, we believe, 
we sing, ñThe Lord hears the cry of 
the poorô (Ps 34:17).ò The Lord 
heard that cry in 1897, heard it be-
fore then and He hears it now. 

What do you need to do so that 
you can learn how to get comforta-
ble feeling uncomfortable? 
 
Fr Michal Gitner 

Upcoming Events  
 

Oct 5th  

Tag sale 
 

Oct 6th 

YMSR Deceased Members Mass 
at 9.30am   
 

Oct 13th  

Solemnity of Christian family 
 

Oct 16th  

Lordôs kitchen 
 

Oct 19th  

Bp Sobiechowski Episcopal      
visitation and Sacrament of    
Confirmation 
 

Nov 2nd  

Polish Supper 
 

Dec 1st  

Season of Advent begins 

 

Dec 7th  

Christmas craft fair  
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Mark Twain said that óOne does 

not know what love is until 

he/she has been married for 

twenty five yearsô! 

On June 25th, 2013 Karen 

and Richard Lasecki celebrated 

their silver wedding jubilee at 

5:00 pm Mass. Although quarter 

of the century has gone since 

Karen and Richard exchanged 

their marriage vows in the óoldô St 

Josephôs church on June 18th, 

1988 at Barnum Ave in Bridge-

port, their commitment to each 

other has only grown stronger. 

Below some of their thoughts on 

marriage 

What makes a marriage last? - Love, trust, and not taking each other for 

granted. Laughing. Supporting one another. 

What are the greatest joys of marriage? - Certainly the love, having a 

child, watching that child grow up. Laughing. Being able to finish each other's sentences. 

What are the greatest challenges? - Snoring (although earplugs do help), working together when a life chang-

ing event occurs (loss of loved one, loss of a job, a health issue) 

 And above all: Never losing faith  - in God or in one another. That certainly helps make a marriage last. 

And..... forgiveness goes a long way.                                                                      By Karen and Richard Lasecki  

Solemnity of Corpus Christi  

It has been a few years since the Southwest Seniorate par-

ishes gathered together to celebrate the Solemnity of Corpus 

Christi. However, this year was different as St Josephôs was 

to host a Mass and procession Eucharistic on Sunday, June 

2nd at 4:00 pm. 

There are 8 parishes with 6 full time pastors in the Seniorate.  

Unfortunately, with attendance of just three clergy (Fr Sen 

Krusienski, Fr Smolinski - the homilist for the occasion - and 

the host Fr Gitner) , about 30 parishioners and 3 visitors, it 

was kind of an embarrassing afternoon. One would think that 

our Lord deserves better. After all, the Real Presence in the 

Eucharist is the essential aspect of our Catholic faith that sets up apart from any other religious group or de-

nomination. The youth of the parish with the help of their Moms prepared an Italian style supper, and were 

ready for at least 70 people, which should be the case bearing in mind that invitations were sent to all parish-

es! One can only hope that if the tradition of celebrating Corpus Christi at a Seniorate level is to continue, the 

attendance will somehow improve. 

SUMMER 2013 AT ST JOSEPHôS AS IT WAS 
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Youth Mass  
 

On the last Sunday of August, in observance of the 

PNCC liturgical calendar, the youth at St Josephôs cele-

brated their Youth Mass. The youngest ones (Julia, 

Bryana, Ben, Danika and Jessamyn) formed a mini choir, 

and led the congregation in singing greatly uplifting chil-

dren songs. Not having a chance for a proper rehearsal, 

the music and lyrics where emailed to them, they prac-

ticed at home, and on the day just came together and 

sung as only children can, without fear.  The music was 

played from the computer, and that was a timely reminder 

that today, when it is so difficult to find a capable organist 

or musicians, technology might be the answer (thank you 

Sarah for your perfect DJôs job). The Word of God proclaimed by Emily, James and Abby took up the collection 

and Charlie served at the altar.  

First Holy Communion   
 

Three of St Josephôs young mem-

bers Meghan Smith, Bryana and 

Benjamin Martinez received First 

Holy Communion on June 9th. It is 

one of those special events of our 

faith journey that reminds in our 

memory forever.  We pray that Me-

ghan, Bryana and Ben will cherish 

that special day when Jesus, the 

óbread of lifeô came into their hearts, 

and receive Him as often as possi-

ble. 

Congratulations  
 

On Sept 1st, in the presence of their families and 

friends who filled in St Josephôs church to the rafters, 

Robert and Cheri Mongillo received the Sacrament of  

Holy Matrimony.  

We wish them every happiness and blessings as they 

began their life journey together.  

ñLove me when I am the least lovable, because 

then I need your love the most.ò (Anonymous)  



 óTomorrowô is a free publication of St. Josephôs of Stratford. However, donations towards the cost  of printing  

are greatly appreciated. Checks payable to St. Josephôs of Stratford. 
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There are no strangers here, only friends you have 
not met yet.ò (W.B. Yeats) 

This saying proved to be true at St Josephôs on Sept 6th,  when 

the parish community welcomed in its midst Jesse Gillespy to 

celebrate his birthday, a non parishioner, neither him or his 

family. And frankly speaking we donôt even know the familyôs 

religious affiliation. 

Jesse is wheelchair bound 50% of the time. By the time he 

reaches the young age of 12 he will be living in his wheelchair 

100% of the time. And if the doctors are correct he will be 

nearly paralyzed by early teens. Jesse was born with a termi-

nal disease called Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and was 

diagnosed with the disease at the age of 6. 

Due to the medications he canôt function without, Jesse now 

weighs about 130 lbs and it takes a toll on his Mom, who does 

all the lifting and transporting around, with the biggest struggle 

being to get him back and forth to school. 

So Jesseôs Mom is in dire need of a handicap van so they can 

give her son the capability to get to and from school and live 

his life out as normally as possible. 

Some enthusiastic parishioners at St Josephôs organized an 

Italian Dinner fundraiser to celebrate Jesseôs birthday. The 

result, $3,560.00 towards the much needed handicap van. 

Launch of a new Parish Directory  

On September 1st, St Josephôs new parish directory was launched 

and distributed to those in attendance at 8:00 and 9:30 am Masses. 

Pat Slonina has done an absolutely marvelous job of taking the pho-

tos, arranging all the information and printing the actual booklets. Jeff 

Smith wrote a short history of St Josephôs and Art Niedzielski wrote 

the forward.  

ñWe gather togetherò, are the first three words of the thanksgiving 

hymn and the collection of names and pictures in this booklet are the 

ñWeò who gather.   

The intended purpose of this directory is to enlarge all of our 

knowledge of those around us who worship with us and enjoy the af-

ter Mass fellowship, as well as the many church events we all take 

part in. We hope you find this a useful tool to help keep ñThose who 

gather togetherò stay connected! 


