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A view from a pointϦ 

 

Advent is not about a sentimental 
waiting for the Baby Jesus." 

We Catholics must admit that there 
is a constant temptation among us 
to avoid the lectionary and the 
Word of God for private and pious 
devotions that usually have little 
power to actually change us or call 
our ego assumptions into question.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 The Word of God, however, con-
fronts, converts and consoles us.  

"Jesus is Lord!" of all creation! This 
was the rallying cry of the early 
church (Philippians 2:11; Acts 2:36; 
Romans 1:4). It is to this adult 
Christ that we are saying, "Come, 
Lord Jesus" (Revelations 22:20), 
which are the final words of the 
Bible. This makes our entire lives, 
and the life of the church, one 
huge "advent." Remember, Advent 
is always - until the end of days. 

 

"Come Lord Jesus," the Advent 
mantra, means that we Christians 
live a life of chosen non-fulfillment. 
What does it mean? Nothing more 
and nothing else but a reminder 
that perfect fullness ï happiness, 
understanding, love - is always to 
come, and we do not need to de-
mand it now.  

 

 

Therefore, "Come, Lord Jesus" is 
not a cry of desperation but an as-
sured shout of hope, which be-
came flesh in Bethlehem and will 
finally be ours at the end of time. 

 

  

                         Fr Michal Gitner 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec 12
th
  

Parish Penitential service 
6:30 pm 

 

Dec 14
th
  

Parish Board meeting 

 

Dec 28
th

 

Solemnity of Humble 
Shepherds 
 

Parish annual budget and 
election meeting 

 

Jan 4
th
  

Feast of Holy Family 
 

Parish Christmas lunch 

 

Jan 11
th
  

Martin Luther King Jr.   
Ecumenical Memorial   
Service 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

December 24
th
  

5:00 pm 

Midnight 

December 25
th
  

9:30 am 
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For number of years now, one Mass on Sunday in November is dedicated to the memory of 

the   deceased  members of the YMSR.  After homily, the names of the departed members 

are read,  followed by the sound of a chime after each name.  

Mass for the deceased members of the YMSR 

Operation Christmas Child 

For the very first time this year, St Josephôs join Operation Christmas Child, a program 

sponsored by Samaritan Purse organiza-

tion.  26 shoeboxes were filled with goods 

for boys and girls from 2 years to 14 years 

old. What we have learnt from it? First of 

all, how easy it is to fill up a shoebox. Sec-

ondly, how simply it is to make a child hap-

py. Finally, it is not about things but about 

the person that you meet by creating the 

box.  We hope to build on this yearôs effort 

in 2015. Thank you to all who participated. 
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St Josephôs continues its strong presence 

within the local community. 

Every six weeks, a faithful group of volun-

teers serves the needy of Stratford a hot 

meal. In recent months we have been aver-

aging between 100 and 120 meals. 

On October 21
st
, St Jo-

sephôs hosted a community 

forum óThe Color of Justiceô 

with Stratford Police Chief 

Patrick Ridenhour one of 

the main speakers. Con-

necticutôs juvenile justice 

system studies show that 

minority children enter the 

juvenile justice system at a higher rate than their white peers and are treated more harshly 

there. Further research shows that these differences arenôt because of how the kids behave, 

but because of the decisions that adults make. 

Community Involvement 

The Lordôs Kitchen 

Quarter Night 

The 4
th
  annual Quarter Night fund-

raiser - Saturday, October 11th     

An evening of fun, fellowship and 

laughter.   
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Annual Christmas Craft Fair  

A new tradition was introduced at St Josephôs. After Thanksgiving Mass, we gathered for a 

Thanksgiving breakfast. A quality time together in giving thanks.  

Thanksgiving Breakfast 


